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Proclamation 4415 February 17, 1976 

Designating the Clark and Mark Twain National Forests as the Mark Twain 
National Forest 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 
The Mark Twain National Forest and the Clark National Forest were established 

within the State of Missouri. Part of the Clark National Forest was later transferred 
to the Mark Twain National Forest; at the same time, part of the Mark Twain 
National Forest was transferred to the Clark National Forest. Subsequently, both 
national forests have been successfully administered as if they were a single national 
forest. This experience indicates that it is now in the public interest to consolidate 
these two national forests. 

NOW, T H E R E F O R E , I, GERALD R. FORD, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by Section 24 of the Act of March 3, 
1891, 26 Stat. 1103, as amended (16 U.S.C. 471), the Act of June 4, 1897, 30 Stat. 
34, 36 (16 U.S.C. 473), and by Section 11 of the Act of March 1, 1911, 36 Stat. 963 
(16 U.S.C. 521), do hereby proclaim that the Clark National Forest in the State of 
Missouri (Proclamation No. 2363 of September 11, 1939, as amended) , and the 54 Stat. 2657. 
Mark Twain National Forest in the State of Missouri (Proclamation No. 2362 of 
September 11, 1939, as amended), are hereby designated and hereafter shall be known 54 Stat. 2655. 
as the Mark Twain National Forest. 

IN WITNESS W H E R E O F , I have hereunto set my hand this seventeenth day of 
February, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-six, and of the Inde
pendence of the United States of America the two hundredth. 

GERALD R . FORD 

Proclamation 4416 • February 18, 1976 

National Poison Prevention Week, 1976 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

The life of a child is precious. The loss of even one child is tragic. Yet each 
year accidental poisonings cause too many of our Nation's children to suffer illness and 
injury from which they may never recover. 

As every parent knows, children are by nature inquisitive. They are explorers 
and experimenters. It is our responsibility not only to teach them the dangers that 
poisonous substances present, but to provide them with a safe environment. Special 
packaging required under the provisions of the Poison Prevention Packaging Act 
of 1970 plays a major role in achieving this aim. Data recently released by the National 15 USC 1471 note. 
Center for Health Statistics indicate that in the year since aspirin products were 
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first required to be kept in safety packaging, the number of deaths among children 
under five from aspirin poisoning declined 48 percent. 

While these developments are encouraging, they provide no excuse for a relaxa
tion of concern or vigilance. During 1974, over 200,000 accidental ingestions of 
household substances were reported by poison control centers through out the country. 
Approximately 130,000 involved children under five years of age. But these reports 

- may represent only a fraction of the actual number of toxic episodes. Medical authori

ties estimate that each year 600,000 to one million children accidentally swallow 
substances which may be harmful—or even deadly. 

Recognizing the need to encourage all Americans to take preventive measures 
to eliminate accidental poisonihgs and their tragic toll, the Congress, by joint resolu
tion of September 26, 1961 (36 U.S.C. 165), has requested the President to issue 
annually a proclamation designating the third week in March as National Poison 
Prevention Week. 

NOW, T H E R E F O R E , I, GERALD R. FO RD , President of the United States 
of America, do hereby designate the week beginning March 21, 1976, as National 
Poison Prevention Week. I urge all Americans to provide safety for our Nation's 
youngsters by storing, using, and handling household substances with care. I invite 
all organizations concerned with preventing accidental poisoning among children to 

-., , join in activities that will assist in protecting all our children from these dangers. 

I N WITNESS W H E R E O F , I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth day 
:;«•:: jji-^ ^f February, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-six, and of the Inde

pendence of the United States of America the two hundredth. 

GERALD R . FORD 

Proclamation 4417 • February 19, 1976 

An American Promise 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

In this Bicentennial Year, we are commemorating the anniversary dates of many 
of the great events in American history. An honest reckoning, however, must include 
a recognition of our national mistakes as well as our national achievements. Learning 
from our mistakes is not pleasant, but as a great philosopher once admonished, we 
must do so if we want to avoid repeating them. 

February 19th is the anniversary of a sad day in American history. It was on that 
date in 1942, in the midst of the response to the hostilities that began on December 7, 

3 CFR, 1941, that Executive Order No. 9066 was issued, subsequently enforced by the 
^^1092^'*^ Comp., criminal penalties of a statute enacted March 21, 1942, resulting in the uprooting of 

loyal Americans. Over one hundred thousand persons of Japanese ancestry were 
r ^ : i ' •; removed from their homes, detained in special camps, and eventually relocated. 
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